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2TIMOTHY.

The Second Epistle to Timothy has a very » character. It is the expression of his heart who, Palestine,
had, under God, founded and built the of God on earth, and it was written in sight failure, and its
departure from the principles on he had established it. God remained faithful foundation was sure and
immovable; but the committed into the hands of men was aready en and decaying. The consciousness
of this state of which moreover betrayed itself in the way in which apostle himself was then forsaken,
oppressed his hear and he poursit out into the bosom of his Timothy. By this means the Spirit instructs
us solemn truth, that the Church has not kept i estate, and sets before us the ways of safety for tho: who
seek God, and desire to please Him, in such a state of things as this. The apostle John gives the history
of the fall of th Church here below, and of its judgment, and thi the world likewise. He also sets before
us alife apart from all questions of the Church’s condition, ever the same, which renders us capable of
enjoyin and makes us resemble Him in His nature and cha As a withess John was to remain until the
came; but Paul seesfor himself the ruin of that he had built and watched over so faithfully. 1

spent himself for the Church, accomplishing that which was behind of the sufferings of Christ ; and he
had to see that which he had so much loved, which he had cared for even asa mother cherishes her
nursling, which he had planted as God's plant on the earth, grow feeble as to its condition and
testimony in the world, depart from the source of strength, and become corrupt. What a painful
experience! But it is that of the servant of God in al ages, and in al dispensations. He sees indeed the
power of God acting to plant the testimony on earth, but he sees that men soon fail in it. The house
inhabited by the Holy Ghost becomes dilapidated and in disorder. Nevertheless (and we love to repeat it
with os ‘the apostle) the sure foundation of the Lord abides for ever. Whatever may be the condition of
the whole  company, the individual is always to depart from all iniquity, and to maintain, by himself, if
need be, the trae testimony of the name of the Lord. This can never fail the faithful soul. In view of the
mixture and confusion which began to thew itself in the Church, the apostle’ s comfort was ded on these
two principles, while remembering and ully availing himself of the communion and faithalness of some
precious souls. He had such as Timothy | Onesiphorus, amid the afflictions of the gospel and > sorrow
of being forsaken by so many who were seals his testimony before the Lord. the apostle begins by
taking the ground of grace, and individual. life—which never changes in essential acter—outside
church privileges. Not that these anged ; but he could no longer connect them with ¥,

the general body on earth. He calls himself hi apostle, according to the promise of eterna life, isin
Christ Jesus, It is not merely the Messia not the Head of the body, it is eternal life in Him. Paul
addresses his dearly beloved son Timothy, affection he remembers. He desired greatly to s being
mindful of histears, shed probably at the when Paul was made prisoner, or when he was sepé from him
on that occasion, or when he heard of i is the confidence of afriend that is speaking to whose heart he
knew. We see something of this, bu in the perfection that was peculiar to Himself, in Jesu on the cross,
in that which He said to John and to H mother. A similar form would have been unsuita Paul. (The
affections of men shew themselves in by their wants, the wants of their hearts; those Lord by His
condescension, With Him al isin itself perfect. With usit is only by grace that all isin itsright place.)
Verse 3. The apostle does not speak any longer + the high character of hiswork, but of hisyp | position
rightly felt according to the Spirit. 1 served God, following in the steps of his forefather with a pure
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conscience. In every way he was al made unto honour. For more than one generat ancestors were
distinguished for a good conscien personal piety, founded on the truth, shewed its service of God. Paul
was not here expressing ment as to the inward condition of each gene ere was their character. He calls
tomind a

with regard to Timothy, in whose case, however, Judaism, as to its outward obligations, is totally absent
; for the father of Timothy was a Greek, and the marriage of his Jewish mother was unclean according
to the law, and would have rendered Timothy also unclean and deprived him of Jewish rights; and, in
fact, he had ‘ not been circumcised when an infant. Paul did it, which also was not according to the law,
unless Timothy had ‘ become a proselyte. Both heathens and their children were excluded, asweread in
Nehemiah. Paul’ s act was above the law. Here he takes no notice of it; he leaves the Gentile father out
of sight, and speaks only of the personal unfeigned faith of Timothy’s mother and grandmother, and
that of his beloved disciple himself.

_ The state of the Church was only an additional occa- ‘sion for the exercise of his faith, and for his
zedlous

wectivity. Difficulties and dangers multiplied on every ‘ ‘tend; the unfaithfulness of Christians was
added to al

the rest. But God is none the less with His people. God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power
and of love and of a sound mind, so that the Lord’s labourer, th 2 man of God, he who kept himself in
communion 1 h God i in order to represent Him on the earth, was

esses it elsewhere with admirable and touching force clearness) to endure the afflictions of the gospel
‘ding to the power of God. Here, in the case of Timothy, the apostle could make mention of a special
sift of the Spirit, which had been conferred upon gothy through the laying on of his hands. In the
"Epietle he had spoken of the prophecy which had

that the laying on of his own hands was the means of bestowing it upon him.

view of this period when its exercise was more difficult When al is prosperous, and the progress of the
go is remarkable, so that even the world is struck wit! the work is found to be easy, in spite of
difficulties” opposition ; and—such is man—even in consequence this opposition one is bold and
persevering. But y others, Christians even, forsake the labourer—when and the deceptions of the enemy
come in, when love grown cold, and, because one is faithful, prudence t: aarm, and desires a less
forward walk—to stand fi circumstances like these, to persevere in the work, maintain one's courage, is
not an easy thing. We possess Christianity with God, so that we know why stand fast; we must be
ourselves in communion » Him, in order to have the strength necessary to cc labouring in His name,
and the sustainment of His grace at all times.

God then has given us the Spirit of power, love, and of a sound mind; the apostle had rece such a
position from God, that he had been able to bestow this Spirit on Timothy, who was not to be ashame¢
either of the testimony, which was losing outwardl: onward current in the world, nor of Paul who was:. a
prisoner. How precious to possess that which is
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eternal, that which is founded on the power and on the

work of God Himself! There were indeed the afflictions of the gospel, they would be endured according
to the power of God. God has saved us, has called us with a holy calling, not according to our works, as
though anything depended on man, but according to His own purpose, and His grace given usin Christ
Jesus before the world began. This s the sure and immovable foundation, a rock for our souls, against
which the waves of difficulty break in vain, shewing a strength which we could not resist for amoment,
but shewing also their total powerlessness against the purpose and work of God. The efforts of the
enemy only prove that he iswithout strength, in the presence of that which God is, and of that which He
has done for us.

That which we have to seek is the power of the Spirit, in order that we may realize this gift of God by
faith, and that we may abide, as to our hearts, as to our practical faith, in the sense of our union with
Christ, upon this immutable foundation, which is nothing less than the immutability and the glory of
God Himsdlf. For His purpose has been manifested; that purpose, which gave us a place and a portion
in Christ Himself, was nhow manifested through the appearance of that very Christ.

It is no longer a nation chosen in the world to display it in the principles of the government of God, and
of His ways in righteousness, in patience, in kindness, and in power, on the earth (however
unchangeable His counsels, however sure His calling), as manifested in His dealings with regard to the
people whom He called.

It isacounsal of God, formed and established in E

Christ before the world existed, which has its place in the ways of God, outside and above the world, in
w non with the person of His Son, and in order to manifest a people united with Him in glory. Thusitis
agi which was given usin Him, before the world - Hidden in the counsels of God, this purpose of God
1

had its accomplishment. It was not merely ble and dealings of God with regard to men—it was eternal,
Thus Paul was an apostie according to promise of eternal life.

While Christ Himself was alive, although life was in Him, this purpose of God was not accomplished v
‘ith | respect tous. The power of life, divine power in life, was to manifest itself iu the destruction of the
power of death brought in by sin and in which Satan reigned over sinners. Christ then in His
resurrection has annulled death, and by the gospel has brought to light both life and incorruptibility,
that is to say, that condition of eternal life which puts the soul and the body bey death and its power.
Thus the glad tidings of this were addressed to al men. Founded in the ete counsels of God,
established in the person of Christ work necessary for its fulfilment being accomplished Him,
possessing a character altogether outside Judaism, and the mere government of God in the earth; Paul’s
gospel was unto all men. Being the manifestation of the eternal counsels and power of God, having to
do with man as lying under the power of death, and w the accomplishment of a victory that placed man
beye that power, and in an entirely new condition

FaeeeeFSee
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I TIMOTHY. 181

depended on the power of God and His purposes, it addressed itself to man, to all men, Jews or Gentiles
without distinction. Knowing Adam dead by sin and Christ alive in the power of divine life, he
announced this good news to man—deliverance, and a totally new state of things. It was to proclaim
this gospel that the apostle had been called asa herald. It was for this he suffered, and, in the sense of
what had caused it, was not ashamed to suffer. For he knew whom he had believed; he knew His power.
He believed in the gospel that he preached, and therefore in the victorious power of Him in whom he
believed. He could die with regard to the life that he had received from the first Adam, he could be
dishonoured and put to shame in the world and by the world: life in Christ, the power by which Christ
had won a place for man outside the condition of the first Adam, life as Christ now possessesit was not
touched thereby. But thisis not all which is here expressed. The apostle does not say “in what I' have
believed,” but “whom :” an important difference, which places us, as to our confidence, in connection
with the person of Christ Himself. The apostle had spoken of the truth, (but truth is alied to the person
of Christ.) Heisthe Truth; and in Him truth has life, has power, is linked with the love which appliesit,
which maintains tin the heart, and the heart by it. “1 know,” says the apostle, “whom | have believed.”
He had committed

“his happiness to Christ. In Him was that life in which

the apostle participated ; in Him, the power that sustained it, and that preserved in heaven the
inheritance of glory, which was his portion where this life was devel oped.

aSa Meee hes

Encouraged by this hope, and committing himse f to Jesus, he had endured all things for Him, and those
who were His; he had accepted all suffei here, he was ready to die daily. His happiness, in glory of that
new life, he had committed to laboured, meanwhile, in affliction, sure of finding ag without being
deceived, that which he had committed to the Lord, in the day when he should see Hin m, and al his
sorrows be ended. It was in the expectation of that day, in order to find it again at th a day, that he had
committed to Him his happine and hisjoy. <

Moreover his own career would soon be finished; | his eyes therefore turn towards Timothy for the
welfare of the assembly here below. He exhorts him to be stedf to hold fast the truth, as he had taught it
to him (i the testimony of the Lord), but the truth in its re tion by faith in Christ, and according to the
power love that isfound in communion with Him. It iswhich, as we have seen, the apostle had realized.
trath, and living grace in Jesus, in faith, and in le

were, the pivots of strength and faithfulness at all tim and especially for the man of God, when the
assemb! in genera is unfaithful.

Truth asit was taught by the apostles and expres
“the form of sound words,” is the inspired express of that which God was pleased to reveal; and that,

in all its different parts, according to the living nature *
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and power of God, who is necessarily its centre as He is its source. Nothing except revelation could be
this expression. God expresses everything asit is, and in aliving way; and by Hisword al exists. Heis
the source and the centre of al things, All flow from Him —are in relation with aliving person, namely
Himself, who is their source, from whom all hold their existence. This existence only subsists in
connection with Him, and the relationship of al things to Him, and between themselves, is found in the
expression of His mind—in that measure at least in which He puts Himself in relation with man in al
these things. If evil comes in, as regards will or its consequences in judgment, it is because this
relationship is broken; and the relationship that is broken is the measure of the evil.

Thus we see the immense importance of the word of God. It is the expression of the relationship of all
things to God; whether as regards their existencethat is, creation—or with respect to His counsels; or
eyen as to His own nature, and the relationship of man with Him, and the communication of life
received from Him, and the maintenance of His true character. It comes from heaven as did the living
Word, reveals what is there, but adapts itself, as the living Word did to man here, directs him where
thereisfaith here, but leads him up there where the living Word is gone as man.

The more we consider the word, the more we shall see itsimportance. Analogously to Christ the living
Word, it has its source on high, and reveals what is there, and is perfectly adapted to man down here,
giving a perfect rule according to what is up there, and, if we are spiri-

tual, leading us up there: our conversation is in he We must distinguish between the relationship i man
stood as child of Adam, and child of God. law is the perfect expression of the requirements of former,
the rule of life to him; it is found to be & death. Once we are sons of God, the life of the Son God as
man down here becomes our rule of life. “1 imitators of God as dear children, and walk rt love a Christ
hath loved us.” 7, In His nature, as the source of all existence, and the centre of all authority and
subsistence outside Hi God is the centre of all, and the upholder of al, A: His counsels, Christ is the
centre, and here line * peculiar place; wisdom's good pleasure was eternadly i Him, and al is to be
under Hisfeet. In cole — th nature and the counsels of God should not be separated (which, indeed, is
impossible, but what was in counselsin order that it might not be), God beea man. Christ is God, made
manifest in flesh, the made flesh. Thus the divine nature, the expression that nature, is found in that
which is the object of counsels, that which forms their centre. Thus, Chr t is the Truth—is the centre of
all existing relationships all have reference to Him. We are, through Him, | Him, or we are against Him:
al subsist by Him we are judged, it is as His enemies. He is th (spiritually) of al that enjoy the
communication of divine nature ; even as He sustains all that exists, manifestation brings to light the
true position of all things. Thus He is the Truth. All that He says being the words of God, are Spirit and
life; quickening

acting according to grace, judging with regard to the responsibility of His creatures.

But there is yet more than this. He is the revelation of love. God is love, and in Jesus love is in action
and is known by the heart that knows Him. The heart that knows Him livesin love, and knows love in
God, But He is also the object in whom God is reveaded to us, and has become the object of entire
reliance. Faith is born by His manifestation. It existed indeed through partial revelation of this same
object, by means of which God made Himself known; but these were only partial anticipations of that
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which has been fully accomplished in the manifestation of Christ, of the Son of God. The object is the
same: formerly, the subject of promise and prophecy; now, the personal revelation of all that God is, the
image of theinvisible God, the One in whom the Father also is known.

Thus faith and love have their birth, their source, in the object which by grace has created them in the
soul: the object in which it has learnt what love is, and with regard to which faith is exercised. By Him
we believe in God. No one has ever seen God: the only-begotten Son, who is in the bosom of the
Father, He has revealed Him.

Truth isthus revealed, for Jesusis the Truth, the expression of that which God is, so asto put all things
perfectly in their place, in their true relationships with God and with each other. Faith and love find the
occasion of their existence in the revelation of the Son of God, of God as a Saviour in Christ.

But there is another aspect of the accomplishme the work and of the counsels of God, which we
united, for we are begotten by the word. It is di energy in the Deity, acting in all that connects

according to the purpose of the Father, and by the revelation of the person and work of the Son. | have
said, divine energy, not as atheological definitio

which is not my object here—but as a practical truth for, while attributing all that regards the creature tt
the Father (except judgment, which is entirely mitted to the Son, because He is the Son of man) to the
Son, the immediate action in creation, and or

Spirit. hi The Spirit of God moved upon the face of the ¥ by when this earth was formed; by His Spirit
the } were garnished; we are born of the Spirit, sealed with by. Spirit ; holy men of God spake by the
Spirit; gifts[4 the operation of the Spirit distributing to whom would ; He bears witness with our spirits;
He g in us; we pray by the Holy Ghost, if that grace is stowed upon us. The Lord Himself, born as mz
thisworld, was conceived by the Holy Ghost; by

I TIMOTHY. 187

Spirit of God He cast out devils. The Spirit bears Witness of all things, that is to say, of all truth in the
word. The love of the Father, the nature and the glory of God Himself, His character, the person and
glory and love of the Son, His work, form the substance of Histestimony, with all that relatesto manin
connection with these truths. The Spirit’ s witness to these things is the word, and—produced by means
of men—takesthe

of the truth formally set forth by revelation. Christ is the Truth, as we have seen, the centre of al the
ways of God; but what we are now speaking of isthe

communication of this truth; and in this way it can be said that the word is the truth.* But, although
Communicated by means of men, so that it takes a form adapted to man, its source is divine; and He
who has Communicated it is divine: He of whom it is said, “he Will not speak of himself” (that is to
say, from Himself, apart from the Father and the Son). Consequently the _ Tevelation of the truth has
al the depth, the universality of relationship, the inseparable connection with God (Without which it
would not be truth, for al that is ‘Separate from God is falsehood), which truth itself pos-
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Sesses—necessarily possesses— because it is the expression of the relationships which all things have
to God in Chrigt; that is to say, of God’'s own thoughts, of which ‘all these relationships are but the
expression. It is true that this revelation also judges all that is not in accordance with these
relationships, and judges according ~ value of the relationship that is broken with regard to God
Himself, and the place which thisrelationis sexi also it issaid (1 John v.), “the Spirit istruth.”

ship has in His mind.* When this word is received through the quickening work of the Holy Ghost in
heart, it is efficacious; there is faith, the soul isin reliving practical relationship with God according to
that which is expressed in the revelation it has received. Th truth—which speaks of the love of God, of
halii cleansing from all sin, of eternal life, of the relat of children—being received into the heart, places
real present living relationship with God according the force of all these truths, as God conceives them
ai as He has revealed them to the soul. Thus they aal vital and efficacious by the Holy Ghost ; and the
consciousness of this revelation of the truth, and o truth of that which is revealed, and of really hea
voice of God in Hisword, isfaith. 379 But all thisistrue in the revealed word before believe in it, and
in order that | may believe in it- ms believe in the truth; although the Holy Ghost 4 makes us hear the
voice of God in it, and so pr faith. And that which is revealed in it is the di expression of that which
belongs to the infinite on t one side, and is expressed in the finite on the other;

* This is true as regards guilt. But, God being perfectl vealed, and that in grace as the Father and the
Son, our ap sion of the ruin in which we are goes deeper far than the se guilt as the breach of previously
existing relationships. guilty according to our place as men. But we were &eo, out God in the world,
and when God is known this is The beginning of Romans treats the question of guilt; E ii. the state we
were in; John v. 24 briefly resumes grace birth. The relationship now is an entirely new one, founded
purpose, redemption, and our being children of God. ,

I TIMOTHY. 189

that which has the profoundness of the nature of God,

from whom all proceeds, with whom and with whose

rightsall isin relationship, but which is developedsince it is outside God—in creation and in the finite.
The union of God and man in the person of Christ,

is the centre—we may say (now that we know it) the

necessary centre—of all this, as we have seen. And the

| inspired word is its expression according to the perfect tion of God, and (we bless Gaod for it, as the
Saviour is

| the grand subject of the scriptures, “for,” said He,
| “they testify of me”) in human forms.

: But thisword, being divine, being inspired, is the divine expression of the divine nature, persons, and
counsels, Nothing that is not inspired in this way can have this place; for none but God can perfectly
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express or reveal what God is. hence, infinite in what flows in it; because it is the expression of and
connected with the depths of the divine nature, and so in its connection infinite, though expressed in a
finite sense, and so far finite in expression, and thus adapted to finite man. Nothing else is the divine
expression of the divine mind and truth, or isin direct union with the unmixed source, even though it
sprang from the same source. The

: connection is broken ; that which is said is no
4 divine. It may contain many truths, but the
living derivation, the infinite, the union with God, the

jate and uninterrupted derivation from God, are ig. ‘The infinite is no longer there. The tree grows:
from its root, and forms one whole ; the energy of life pervades it—the sap which flows from the root.
We may consider one part, as God has set it there, as a part

of the tree; we may see the importance of the trunk the beauty of the development ‘in its smallest d the
stateliness of the whole, in which the vita e combines liberty and harmony of form. We see t is a
whole, united in one by the same life that pro it. The leaves, the flowers, the fruit, al tell us' warmth of
that divine Sun which developed them, gushing inexhaustible spring which nourishes them. we cannot
separate one part, be it ever so beautiful, the tree, without depriving it of the energy of life its
relationship with the whole.

When the power of the Spirit of God p truth, it developsitself in union with its source, w! in revelation,
or eveninthelifeand in the service ©: ' th

mixture of other elements, owing to the weakness of the man. When aman’s mind apprehends the truth,
2 he seeksto give it aform, he does it according capacity of man, which is not its source: the truth ash
expressesit, even were it pure, is separated in him fr its source and its totality; but, besides this, the that
a man gives it always bears the stamp of the weakness. He has only apprehended it partialy, ar only
produces a part of it. Accordingly it is no 1 the truth. Moreover, when he separates it fror whole circle
of truth in which God has placed i ty he must necessarily clothe it in a new form, ina garmen which
proceeds from man: at once error mixes wi Thusit is no longer avital part of the whole, it is par tid,
and thereby not ¢he truth; and it is, in fact, m awith error. That is theology. f

In the truth, there is, when God expresses it, love, holiness, authority, as they arein Him the expression
of His own relationships with man, and of the glory of His being. When man givesit a shape, al thisis

_ wanting, and cannot bein it, because it is man who
shapesit. It isno longer God speaking. God gives it
aperfect form; that isto say, He expressesthe truth in
words of certainty. If man givesit aform, itisno

“longer the truth given of God. Therefore to hold fast
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the truth in the form God has given it, the type, the
shape in which He has expressed it, is of al importance:

we are in relationship with God in it, according to the “certainty of that which He has reveded. Thisis
the

gure resource of the soul when the assembly has lost its power and its energy, and is no longer a
sustainment to

_ feeble souls; and that which bears its name no longer wers to the character given it, in thefirst epistle,
e pillar and support of the truth.”’*

‘Thetruth, clear and positive truth, given as areve-
2 from God, in the words —clothed with His ority—by which He has given the truth aform,
mmunicating the facts and the divine thoughts

which are necessary for the salvation of men, and for eir participation in divine life—thisit is which we
are

We are only sure of the truth when we retain the

' The doctrines or dogmas of scripture have their importance nd their adaptation to the simplest soulsin
this, that they are ets, and so objects of faith, not notions. Thus Christ is God, _ Christ is man, the Holy
Ghost isaperson, and the like, arefacts _ for faith realized in the smplest soul.

very language of God which contains it. By grace | may speak of the truth in al liberty, 1 may — to
explain it, to communicate it, to urge it on the ec n science, according to the measure of light and s
power bestowed upon me; | may endeavour toi strate its beauty, and the connection between its various
parts. Every Christian, and especially those who have a gift from God for the purpose, may do this. But
¢ truth which | explain and propose is the truth as God has given it, and in His own words in the rrr has
made. | hold fast the form of sound words, | have received from a divine source and authority : i gives
me certainty in the truth. * And here, it is important to remark the assembly’ part when faithful. She
receives, she maintains the truth, in her own faith; she guardsit, she is faithful to it, she is subject to it,
as atruth, arevelation, which comes from God Himself. She is not the source of truth, As an assembly
she does not propagate it—¢ not teach it. She says, “I believe,’ not “ Believe.” last is the function of
ministry, in which man is alw individually in relationship with God, by means of which he holds from
God, and for the exercise of w. heis responsible to God. This is all-important. who possess these gifts
are members of the body.  assembly exercises her discipline with regard to all of the flesh in them, in
the exercise or apparent exel of a gift, asin alelse. She preserves her own purity, w out respect of
persons as to their outward appe: being guided therein by the word (for this is her responsibility); but
she does not teach, she does not preach. -

The word goes before the assembly, for she has been gathered together by the word. The apostles, a
Paul, those who were scattered abroad by the persecution, a thousand faithful souls, have proclaimed
the word, and thus the assembly has been gathered out. It has been said that the assembly was before
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the scriptures. As regards the written contents of the New Testament, thisis true; but the preached word
was before the assembly. The assembly is its fruit, but is never its source. The edification even of the
assembly, when it has been gathered together, comes direct from God, through the gifts which He has
bestowed ; the Holy Ghost distributing to each according to His will.

The scriptures are the means which God has used to preserve the truth, to give us certainty in it; seeing
the falibility of the instruments by whom it is propagated, since revelation has ceased.

Tf at the beginning He filled certain persons with His Spirit, in such away that error was excluded from
their preaching; if, besides this, He then gave revelations, in which there was nothing but His own
word; yet, as a generd rule, preaching is the fruit of the Holy Ghost in the heart, and its spirituality is
only in measure, and there is the possibility of error. Here, whatever may be the power of the Spirit’'s
work, we have to judge. (See Actsxvii. 11; 1 Cor. xiv. 29.) We shall see farther on

that, in forming this judgment, it is the scriptures which assure those who are led of God.

- We have thus in the ways of God respecting this sub- _ ject three things, closely united, yet different.
Ministry, the assembly, and the word of God, i.e., the written

word; when it is not written, it belongs to the « of ministry. * Ministry—as regards the word, for thisis
a th only service—preaches to the world, and teaches, exhorts, the members of the assembly. * The
assembly enjoys communion with God, is fed, and grows by means of that with which its different mew
supply it. It preserves, and, in its confession, bears wi ness to the truth. It maintains holiness, and, by
the grace and presence of the Holy Ghost, enjoys communion ; and, in love, cares for the temporal ni al
its members. The wriiten word is the rule which God has containing al that He has revealed. It is
complete (Col. i. 25.) It can, because it is the truth, be tl means of communicating the truth to a soul: the
Ghost can use it as a means; but at al events it perfect rule, the authoritative communication of th and
the mind of God, for the assembly. The assembly is subject, is to be faithful, to ha will. It does not
reveal, it maintains by its confe: it watches over that which it has, it does not comr cate; it has received
and is faithfully to keep. man directs—that is Christ: the woman obeys, ¢ faithful to her husband’s
thoughts—at least ought so (1 Cor.)—this is the assembly. The oracles of God are committed to her.
She does not give them; s obeys them. v The minister is bound individually to the same fait
falness—this we understand ; and in our epistle veh especially to do with thisindividual responsibility.

which the assembly isin this respect, isrevealed in the
first epistle. (Chap. iii. 15.) Hereit isthe individual
who is to hold fast this form of sound words which

he has received from a divine source, for such the
apostle was, in his apostolic function, as an instrument.

Neither Timothy nor the assembly could frame such a__ form of sound words, their part was to hold it
fast, | having received it.
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And here, as we have said, however unfaithful the assembly may be, the individual is bound to be
faithful and alwaysto be so.

This therefore is what we have to do: the truth which is set before us in the inspired word we are (and |
am) to hold fast in the form in which it is presented tous. | am to hold it fast, not merely as a
proposition, but in union with the Head, in faith and love, which are in Christ Jesus. Strength to fulfil
comes from above. For here another point is brought before us. The Holy Ghost has been given indeed
to the assembly ; but a period of unfaithfulness is here contemplated. (Ver. 15.) He has been given to
the man of God, to each Christian, and to each servant with reference to the _ Service appointed him.
By the Holy Ghost we are to ep the good thing that has been committed to us. In like those, this was the
duty of the man of God; in our day, things have gone much farther. Poseens the promise of eternal life,
and forsaken by the mass of Christians, he is to hold fast the truth in the words in which it had been
expressed by divine authority (this is what we have in the word, and not merely doctrine: people may
say that they have the doctrine of

Peter and Paul, but they cannot say that they have thel words, the form of the truth as Paul and Peter
elsewhere than in their writings)—and he is to hold i fast in faith and love, which are in Christ.
Moreover he is to keep, by the power of the Holy Ghost, the sub. stance of the truth, that which has
been given us as @ treasure—the deposit of divine truth and riches, has been given us as our portion
here below.

In verses 15—18, we find that the mass had turned away from the apostle, so that the affe and
faithfulness of one became very precious to’

gospel! Compare the Thessalonians, the Ephes they were the same people (for Ephesus was the cap

preached, so that all Asia had heard the qoapalle how they had all now forsaken him ! I We must not,
however, suppose that they ha

had become weak, and they did not like to ide

themselves with a man who was in disgrace wit authorities, who was despised and persecuted, apri —a
man whose energy brought reproach and difficulties upon himself. They withdrew from h left him to
answer alone for himself. Sad spiritual decline! But what sentiments should the man of God at such a
moment? He must be s in the grace that isin Christ Jesus. Christ w changed, whatever the case might
be with men; ani who suffered from their desertion could, withou discouraged, exhort his beloved
Timothy to pe
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steadily in the word. Nor do we find anywhere the man of God called to more full and unhesitating
courage than in this epistle, which is the testimony of the failure and ruin of the assembly.

The truth was the especial treasure committed to him ; and he was not only to keep it, as we have seen,
but to take care that it was propagated and communicated to others after him, and perhaps till farther.
That which he had heard from Paul in the presence of many witnesses (who could confirm Timothy in
his convictions respecting the truth, and certify others that it was indeed what he had received from
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Paul), he was to communicate to faithful men, who were capable of teaching others. This was the
ordinary means. It is not the Spirit in the assembly, so that the assembly was an authority : it is no
longer revelation. Timothy, well instructed in the doctrine preached by the apostle, and confirmed in his
views by many other witnesses who had likewise learned of Paul, was to take care that it should be
communicated to other faithful men. Neither had this anything to do with giving them authority, with
consecrating them, as has been said. It is the communication to them of the truth which he had received
from Paul.

This procedure shuts out the idea of the assembly as the propagator of the truth. It was the business of
the faithful son in the faith of the apostle, of the ministry.

Timothy himself was not an authority either. He was an instrument for the communication of the truth,
and was to enable others to be so likewise: a very different thing from being the rule of the truth. That
which he had heard—and the other witnesses served as

a guarantee against the introduction of anything false or even of his own opinions, if he had been
inclined to entertain them—"hat he was tocommunicate. = It is thus that, in the ordinary sense, ministry
i tinued ; careis taken by competent persons for the munication, not of authority, but of the truth, to o
faithful persons. God can raise up any one whom chooses, and give him the energy of His Spiri where
this is found, there is power and an ef work: but the passage we are considering supposes careful
communication of the truth to persons fi this work. Both principles equally shut out the id the
communication of official authority, and the id the assembly being either an authority with reg the faith
or the propagator of the truth. If God r up whom He pleased, in whatever way He pleased, the means
which He employed, when there was no pecii operation on His part, was to cause the truth
communicated to individuals capable of propagatin Thisis awidely different thing from bestowing ai
rity, or the exclusive or official right to preach. The apostle goes on to shew the qualities that ought to
possess, in order to carry on the work ami cireumstances that surrounded him, and in whi assembly
itself was found. He must know how to hardships, vexations, difficulties, sorrows, as soldier of Jesus
Christ; he must beware of entan; himself with the affairs of life. A soldier, when in vice, could not do
s0, but must be free from every drance, that he may please the one who had called to arms. So, aso, as
in the lists, he must fight accord.

ing to rule, according to that which became the Lord’ s servant, and was conformable to the Lord’ s will.
And he must labour first, that he may have a right to enjoy the fruits of his labour. These are the
practical conditions of divine service for whosoever engagesin it.

The apostle returns to the elementary but fundamental principles of the truth, and to the sufferings of
ministry, which, moreover, were in nowise a hindrance to the operations of the Spirit of God in
extending the sphere in which the truth was propagated, and the word of God made known. Nothing
could restrain the power of that instrument of the work of God.

The truth of the gospel (dogmais not the subject here) was divided into two parts, of which the apostle
speaks aso in the epistle to the Romans: the fulfilment of the promises, and the power of God in
resurrection. “Jesus Chrigt, of the seed of David, raised from the dead.” These, in fact, are, as it were,
the two pivots of the truth: God faithful to His promises (shewn especially in connection with the Jews),
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and God mighty to produce an entirely new thing by His creative and quickening power, as manifested
in the resurrection, which also put the seal of God upon the person and the _ work of Christ.

‘The afflictions found in the path of service in the Gospel assume here a high and peculiar character in
the mind of the suffering and blessed apostle. It is participation in the sufferings of Christ, and, in the
case of Paul, to a very remarkable degree. The expressions he uses are such as might be employed in
speaking of Christ Himself as regards His love. Asto the propiti-

ation, naturaly no other could take part in that in devotedness, and in suffering for love and for ri
ousness, we have the privilege of suffering with And here what part had the apostle with these
sufferings? “T endure,” he says, “all things for the elect’s sake This is truly what the Lord did. The
apostle t closely on His footsteps, and with the same purpose love—" that they might obtain the
salvation which i Christ Jesus, with eternal glory.” Here, of ca the apostle has to add, “ which isin
Christ Jesus;” the language is marvellous in the lips of any other per than the Lord Himself. j Observe
also here, that the greater the sufferings (how small are ours on this account), as the fruits of love for
the objects of the counsels of God, the greater is our privilege, and the more do we participate in that
which was the glory of Christ here below.  This thought sustains the soul in affliction of # kind: one
has the same object as the Lord Hi The energy of love in preaching the gospel addr itself to the whole
world. Perseverance, in the mid affliction and difficulties and desertion, is sustained the feeling that one
is labouring for the accompli of God's counsels. One endures all things for the e for God's elect, in
order that they may have sal: and eternal glory. This feeling was in Paul’ s heart knew the love of God,
and he sought—at the cost whatever suffering it might be—that they who were objects of the same love
should enjoy the salvation the glory which God bestowed. Thiswas afa ‘ saying, i.e., that which he
had just declared; for if we

should die with Christ, we should aso live with Him; if we should suffer, we should also reign with
Him. If any denied Him, He would also deny them; the consequences of such an act remained in all
their force, they were linked with the immutability of His nature and His being, and were displayed in
the authority of Hisjudgment; He could not deny Himself because others were unfaithful.

Timothy was strenuously to maintain these great principles, which belonged to the moral nature of the
Lord, and not allow himself to be drawn aside by speculations which only subverted souls and
corrupted the faith. He was to shew Himself aworkman approved of God, one who being filled with the
truth, and knowing how to unfold it in its various parts, according to the mind and purpose of God,
would not be ashamed of hiswork in the presence of those who might judge it. The profane and useless
thoughts of human speculation he was to avoid. They could not but go on to produce ungodliness, They
might have a great show of depth and height (as in the case of the assertion, that the resurrection had
already taken place, which, in a fleshly way, went beyond all bounds with regard to our position in
Christ) —these doctrines which eat like a canker. Those of whom the apostle spoke had aready
overthrown the faith of some, that is, their conviction as to the truth and profession of the truth. But
here the soul of the apostle found its refuge in that which isimmutable, be the failure of the assembly or
man’s unfaithfulness ever so great. The sure foundation of God remained. It had this seal: the Lord
knew them that were His. This|.
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was God' s side, which nothing could touch.* The oth was man’s. he who professed the name of Christ
to depart from al iniquity. This was man’s sie sihility, but it characterized the work and fruit of gi
wherever that work was genuine and the true fruit | sn r But here we have distinct evidence of the state
o things which this epistle contemplates ; namely, th outward assembly had taken quite a new character,
different from that which it had at the beginning; that now the individual was thrown upon his pei
faithfulness as a resource, and as the means of ¢ from the general corruption. The sure founda ‘ior God
remained—His divine knowledge of those that ar His; and individual separation from all evil; but
outward assembly assumes, in the eyes of the ; the character of a great house. All kinds of things are
found in it, vessels of honour and vessels of dish precious and vile. The man of God was to pu himself
from the latter, to stand apart, and not de himself with that which was false and corrupt. Thi aprinciple
of all-importance, which the Lord has usin Hisword. He allowed the evil to display it apostolic times,
so far as to give occasion for the estab lishment of this principle by revelation, as that which was to
govern the Christian. The unity of the is so precious, it has such authority over the hea man, that there
was danger, when failure had set in, lest the desire for outward unity should induce even the * This,
while a profound source of comfort, is a proof cling; for men ought to know who are the Lord’s, too. It
t, “The Lord added daily to the assembly such as should be saved.”

faithful to accept evil, and walk in fellowship with it, rather than break this unity. The principle
therefore of individual faithfulness, of individual responsibility to God, is established, and set above al
other considerations; for it has to do with the nature of God Himself, and His own authority over the
conscience of the individual. God knoweth them that are His; hereis the ground of confidence. | do not
say who are. And let those that name the name of Jesus separate themselves from al evil. Here | get
what Ican recognize. To maintain in practice the possibility of union between that name and evil is to
blasphemeit.

The whole of that which calls itself Christian is looked at here as a great house. The Christian is of it
outwardly, in spite of himself; for he calls himself a Christian, and the great house is al that calls itself
Christian. But he cleanses himself personally from every vessel which is not to the Lord’ s honour. This
istherule of christian faithfulness; and thus personally cleansed from fellowship with evil, he shall be a
vessel unto honour fit for the Master’ s use. Whatsoever is contrary to the honour of Christ, in those who
bear His name, is that from which he isto separate himself.

Discipline for individual faults is not the subject here; nor the restoration of souls in an assembly that
hasin part lost its spirituality; but aline of conduct for the individual Christian in respect of that which
dishonours the Lord in any way.

These instructions are solemn and important. That which makes them needful is sorrowful inits nature ;
but it all helps to exhibit the faithfulness and grace of

God. The direction is plain, and precious when we find ourselves in similar circumstances. Individual
responsibility can never cease. Lic. When the Holy Ghost acts energetically and triumphs over the
power of the enemy, these individuals who gathered together in the assembly develop their lifei in
according to God and His presence, and the spirii power which exists in the whole body acts upon
conscience, if needed, and guides the heart of the liever. The Holy Ghost, who is present in the assem!
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sustains the individual at the height of God's own sence. Strangers even are obliged to confess that Gor
there. Love and holiness reign. When the effect of 7 power is no longer found in the assembly, and by
de Christianity no longer answers to the character assembly as God formed it, yet the responsibility of
individual to God has not ceased on that account. can never either cease or diminish, for the authority
and the rights of God Himself over the soul are at stake. But in a case like this, that which calls itself
Chris' is no longer a guide, and the individual is bound to e form himself to the will of God, by the
power of the Spirit, according to the light he has from God. God may gather the faithful together. It is
grace 01 His part; it isalso Hismind. But individual responsibility remains—responsibility not to break
the un feeble as it may be, wherever it is possible according God ; but responsibility to preserve the
divine chara of Christianity in our walk, and to respond to the revelation we have received of His nature
and of Hiswill. By purging himself from all those who are unto dishonour, the servant of God shall be
unto honour, sanctified and prepared for every good work. For this separation from evil is not merely
negative; it is the effect of the realization of the word of God in the heart. | then understand what the
holiness of God is, His rights over my heart, the incompatibility of His nature with evil. | feel that |
dwell in Him and He in me; that Christ must be honoured at all costs; that that which is like Him alone
honours Him; that His nature and His rights over me are the only rule of my life. That which _ thus
separates me unto Him, and according to what He is, separates me thereby from evil. One cannot walk
with those who dishonour Him; and, at the same time, honour Him in one’s own walk.

That which follows shews the sanctifying character of this exhortation. The apostle says, “Flee aso
youthful lusts; but seek righteousness, faith, charity, peace, with them that call on the Lord out of a pure
heart.” Thisisto breathe the pure atmosphere which isfound in the Lord’ s presence; in which the soul
enjoys health and strength. All that corrupts is far away. And, further, we find, what is so often
contested, that we can and are to distinguish those who call on the name of the Lord out of a pure heart.
We do not decide who are the Lord's: He knows them. But we are to associate ourselves with those
who manifest themselves, such as call on the Lord out of a pure heart. Those | am to know, own, and
walk with. The statement that | cannot know who are, is in defiance of an express rule of scripture,
applicable to a state where, through corruption, many who may possess Christianity are not so
manifested,

— SSeee=

As we find throughout these epistles, the apos horts to avoid vain questions, in which there is no ai
instruction. They only produce barren siecmemeres ant strife; and the servant of the Lord is not to
strive. He comes, on God' s part, to bring the truth in peace and love. He isto maintain this character in
the expectatior that God, in His grace, will give repentance to those whe oppose (for it is the heart and
conscience that are i question), that they may acknowledge the truth, —

The truth of God is not athing of human uné rstanding ; it is the revelation of that which God is, and of
His counsels. Now we cannot have to do with God without the heart and conscience being it is not the
revelation to us of God, if thisis not the case. Christians are brought into connection with the divine
Being Himself, and in acts which ought to son the m
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hardenal. The Spirit of God, no doubt, acts fe 3 understanding, and by it; but the truth lodged in it is
addressed to the conscience and to the heart, and if these are not reached by the truth, nothing is done.
On the other hand, by means of error, by occupying the mind with the error, Satan shuts God out of it,
and |leads the whole man captive, so that he does the will of that enemy to the soul. f

Now this evil influence would too surely be exercised The power of the holy truth of God would be lost
in the assembly and among Christians ; and those who bore this name would become (under the
influence of the enen the expression of the will and passions of man, while still —
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maintaining the forms of godliness; a peculiar condition, which betrays, in a remarkable way, the
influence and the work of the enemy. ‘ This was to be expected; and they would be perilous days,

The open opposition of the enemy is doubtless a painful thing, but he deceives souls by the specious
appearances of which the apostle here speaks—that which bears the name of Christianity, that which
before men has the character of godliness, and which the flesh will accept as such much more readily
than that which, because it is true godliness, is contrary to the flesh. Nevertheless all the worst features
of the human heart are linked with the name of Christianity, What then does the testimony become? It
is, so to speak, an individual prophecy, clothed in sackcloth.

Thereis activity in this perilous evil of the last days: these deceivers would creep into houses, and gain
the ear of feeble souls, who, governed by their passions, are ever learning yet never learn. Teachers like
these resist the truth, they are men of corrupt minds, reprobate as to the faith ; but they shall proceed no
farther. God will make manifest their folly and their falseness by means even of their own pretensions,
which they can no longer

The man of God is to turn away from such men, while they are yet deceiving and exercising their
influence ; God will expose them in due time. All will then judge them, and condemn their
pretensions—the spiritual man does so while they are deceiving the othersin security.

We may remark here, that which evidences the sad and dangerous character of the days, of which the It.

Epistle to the Romans, as characterizing heathen life and the moral degradation of men during those
times ¢

ness, we shall find that it is nearly the same, and morally quite the same; only that some of the open sins
which mark the man who has no outward restraint are wanting here, the form of godliness precluding
them and taking their place. *

It is a solemn thought, that the same degradation which existed among heathens is reproduced unde
Christianity, covering itself with that name, and evel assuming the form of godliness. But, in fact, it is
same nature, the same passions, the same power of enemy, with but the addition of hypocrisy. It isonly
the departure from, and corruption of, the true doctrin of the Mediator; as Paganism was that of the
doctrine of the only God.
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Different directions are given for the condaseal the man of God, with regard to the vessels unto
dishonout and the men who act in the spirit of the last From the former he is to purge himself: heisto
of faithfulness in his own walk; and by cleansing self from those vessels which do not honour the of
Christ, which (although in the great house) do bear the stamp of a pure desire for His glory, he be a
vessal unto honour, fit for the Master’s use. | keeping apart from such vessels, he is sheltered from the
influences that impoverish and degrade the testimony he

has o render to Christ ; he is pure from that which derates and falsifies that testimony. n the other
case—that of the men who gave the acter of “perilous’ to the last days, the corrupt rs of the truth,
bearing the name of godlinessgard to these his testimony is to be distinct and iiiaw he is not merely to
cleanse himself; he s his moral abhorrence, his loathing of those who, the instruments of the enemy,
bear this character Of formal piety. He turns away from them, and leaves them to the judgment of God.
Timothy had the walk and spirit of the apostle for fern. He had been much with him; he had n times of
trial, his patience and his sufferings, rsecutions he had endured; but the Lord had ed him out of all. It
would be the same with sity sought to live according to godliness, which atigl Jesus: they should endure
persecution. n and seducers would wax worse and worse, p eitinee, and being, at the same time,
deceived

cter of the last days is strongly marked here, no hope for Christianity as a whole. The s of evil is
described as developing itself in two characters, to which we have already alluded. le great house, in
which there are vessels to dishonour, oma whi we are to purge ourselves; and the positive ity of
corruption, and of the instruments who progate it and resist the truth, although they who corrupt

mselyes assume the form of godliness. Under this t aspect the wicked will go on growing worse and
worse; VOL, Vv. 11. Pr

nevertheless the hand of God in power will demonstral their folly. if

We may distinguish, in this second category, the gene ral character of pride and corruptnessin all who
subi to this malignant influence, and those who them labour to extend it. Of the latter of this

character is that of the mass who are seduced; but tl are seducers. These resist the truth, and the shall be
manifested. It may be that God may

on, and the seduction grow worse and worse, unt end, when God will make manifest the folly of those
have departed from Him, and given themselves u errors of the human mind, and laboured to main’
propagate them.

The apostle then tells Timothy of the safegu which he may rely to preserve himself, throug stedfast in
the truth, and in the enjoyment of t tion’ of God. Security rests upon the certainty immediate origin of
the doctrine which he had r and upon the scriptures, received as authen inspired documents, which
announced the will acts, the counsels, and even the nature of God. abide in that which we have learnt,
because we from whom we have learnt it. The principleis and very important. We advancein divine kn
but (so far as we are taught of God) we never for new opinions, that which we have learnt immediately
divine source, knowing that it is so, By
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‘immediately divine, | mean, a person to whom aself has communicated the truth by revelation hority to
promulgate it. In this case | receive says (when | know him to be such) asadivineication. It is true that
the scriptures always as a counter proof, but when—as in the case of tles—a man is proved to be the
minister of God, y Him, for the purpose of communicating His receive what he says, in the exercise of
his ry, as coming from God. It is not the Church in question here. We have even seen that its } to
confess the truth when communicated, not to

icate it. But we here speak of a person to and by whom God immediately reveals the truth as the
apostles and prophets. God has commuto them as elect vessels for this purpose that desired to
communicate to the world, and they ie so. None could do it who has not received self from God as a
revelation: if thisis not the e man himself has some part in it. | could not _*T know of whom | have
learnt it,”’ as knowit came immediately from God and by divine God had something to communicate to
the urch itself, He did it by means of such persons as ul, Peter, ‘ke. The Church is composed of indivils;
it cannot receive a divine revelation in amass, as rch, except by hearing in common a divine The Holy
Ghost distributes to every one, sevely, as He will. There are prophets, and the Spirit

= unto me Barnabas and Paul.” Christ It,

has given gifts to men, some apostles, some &c. Accordingly, the apostle says here, not “ but “of
whom” thou hast learnt these things. Here then is the first foundation of certainty, st and assurance for
the man of God with regard truth. It has not been revealed to him immed It was Paul and other
instruments, whom God for this specia favour. But he knows of whom learnt it; even of one (here it
was Paul) to ' had been directly made known by inspiration, ai has authority from God to impart; so that
# learn of him know that it is divine truth, e God communicated it, and in the form in whieh | pleased to
communicate it. 7 There is another means, which in a cateddiaa "it own: the scriptures, which are as
such the founda of faith to the man of God, and which direct al hisways. The Lord Jesus Himself said (
of Moses), “If ye believe not his writings, how believe my words?’ His words were the words He does
not contrast the authority of what He that of the written word, but the means of comm tion. God has
been pleased to employ that me a permanent authority. Peter says, “No p scripture...” There have been
many pr are not written ; they had the authority of meee persons to chant they were addressed. For they
speaks: more than once of prophets—who wale fore have prophesied — without communicating
prophecies to us. They were instruments for in: known the will of God, at the moment, in order
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guide His people in their actual circumstances, without its being a revelation necessary to the people of
God, at al times, or applicable either to the world, to Israel, or to the Church, in all ages. It was not a
general and permanent revelation from God, for the instruction of the soul at all periods.

A multitude of things, spoken by Jesus Himself, are not reproduced in the scriptures; so that it is not
only a question of from whom we have heard a truth, but also of the character of that which has been
communicated. When it is for the permanent profit of the people or the Church of God, God caused it to
be written in the scriptures, and it abides for the instruction and the food of His children in all ages.
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The expression, “ knowing of whom thou hast learned them,” establishes us on personal apostolic
authority, viewing the apostles as teachers authorized by the Lord. John says, “ They who are of God
hear us.” It is not necessary that scripture should be written by apostles. God has made known therein
Hiswill and the truth, and has committed the sacred deposit to His people, for the profit of all ages. The
scriptures have authority as such. And it is not that which, as a spiritual man, one may receive from
them, that by which we have profited (as to application to one's soul that is indeed all) ; but it is the
entire holy scripture, such as we possessit, which

has this authority. _ From his childhood, Timothy had read the holy scriptures; and these writings, such
as he had read them as

achild, guarded him—as divine authority—against error, and furnished him with the divine truths
needful for his

instruction. To use them aright faith in Christ warequisite ; but that which he used was the serij known
from his youth. The important thing to ob here is that the apostle is speaking of the scriptu they are in
themselves, such as a child reads them even of that which a converted or spiritual man finds Him, but
simply the holy writings themselves.

It may perhaps be said, that Timothy, as a child, pos sessed only the Old Testament. Agreed: but wh
have here is the character of all that has aright called holy scripture. As Peter says, “ They wre writings
of Paul asthey do also THE OTHER stures.”* From the moment that we ackn

writings possess the same character, and have the same authority. - The scriptures are the permanent
expression 0

areinspired. It is not only that the truth is giv them by inspiration. It is not this which is heres They are
inspired.

The greater part of the New Testament is con

hast learnt them,” namely, all that which the 2 have written; because, in learning the truth thei ean say |
know from whom | have learnt it—L learnt it from Paul, or from John, or from Peter,

" Thistoo isthe rea sense of Romans xvi. 26, where we shread, ** by prophetic writings.” 4

es this, being received as scriptures, they have uthority of divine writings, to which, as a form of
ommunication, God has given the preference above the n word. They are the permanent rule by which
poken word is to be judged. word the scriptures are inspired. They teach, udge the heart, they correct,
they discipline, acto righteousness, in order that the man of God perfect, i.e., thoroughly instructed in
the will of mind formed after that will, and completely ed for every good work. The power for
performese comes from the actings of the Spirit. Safefrom error, wisdom unto salvation, flow from the
es; they are capable of supplying them. We bide in that which we have learnt from the 8, and to be
governed by the writings of God. s this perfect and supreme authority of the scripet aside ministry? By
no means, it is the founof the ministry of the word. One isa minister pord; one proclaims the
word—resting on the ord—which is authority for all, and the warrant ta minister says, and imparting to
hiswords ty of God over the conscience of those whom or exhorts. Thereis, in addition to this, the love
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in the heart of him who exercises this (if it be real), and the powerful action of the he be filled with the
Holy Ghost. But that e word says silences all opposition in the heart d of the believer. as thus that the
Lord answered Satan, and Satan mself was reduced to silence. Il1.

He who does not submit to the words of God thereb shews himself to be arebel against God. Therule g
of God isin the scriptures, the energetic action of Spirit is in ministry, although God can equally act
upon the heart immediately by the word itself. Neverth ministry, since the revelations of God were
comp could not be an authority, or there would authorities, and, if two, one must be a needless repe of
the other, or elsg, if they differed, no authority at

If the revelations were not complete, no doubt might be more. The Old Testament left untold history of
Christ, the mission of the Holy Ghost, th formation of the Church; because these facts not b yet
accomplished could not be the subject of its histe and doctrinal instructions—and the Church was the
subject of prophecy. But al is now com Paul tells us that he was a minister of the Chu complete the
word of God. (Cal. i. 25.) The su of revelation were then completed.

Observe, that the apostle insists, as a ma responsibility, that Timothy should devote hims his ministry
with so much the more energy that Church was declining, and self-will in Christians wi gaining the
ascendancy ; not that he throws any doubt upon its being a constant duty to do so at al ti whether happy
or unhappy. The—_ asWeav

cation of the exhortation here isto the first period Bi diligent,” he says, “in the exercise of thy ministry,
fe
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the time will come when they will no longer endure sound doctrine, but will turn away unto fables.”

In how positive and distinct a way the apostle sets the fall of the Church before us. Its impaired
condition in his day was to him but a point of progress (according to his judgment in the Spirit) towards
a yet more entire fall; when, although still calling itself Christian, the mass of those who assumed the
name of Christ would no longer endure the sound doctrine of the Holy Ghost. But, come what might,
labouring with patience and diligence and energy as long as they would hearken, he was to be watchful,
to endure afflictions, to seek after souls still unconverted (a great proof of faith when the heart is
burdened with the unfaithfulness of those within), and fully to exercise his ministry; with this additional
motive, that apostolic energy was disappearing from the scene, (Chap. iv. 6.)

But there is yet something to notice at the beginning of this chapter. Fulness of grace, it is apparent,
does not here characterize the epistle. His exhortation to Timothy is “before God, and the Lord Jesus
Christ, who will judge the quick and dead at his appearing and his kingdom.” We have aready spoken
of this: the appearing of Jesus is in connection with responsibility ; His coming is with the object of
calling us to Himself in connection with our privileges. Here it is the first of these two cases; not the
Church, or the Father's house, but God, the appearing, and the kingdom. All that is in relation to
responsibility, government, judgment, is gathered together in one point of view. The apostle however is
not speaking of the Church, nor
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does he throughout the epistle. The Church, moreover, as such, is not judged; she is the bride of the
Individuals are judged. The portion of the Church, and even of its members as such, is grace and not
judgment. She goes to meet the Lord before His appearing. Here the apostle s of His appearing and His
kingdom. It is as appe in glory and clothed with the authority of the kingdo that He exercises judgment.
The presentation 0 Church to Himself compl etes the work of grace w regard to that Church. When the
Lord appears, we shall appear with Him in glory; but it will be the | of the kingdom (as. we see in the
transfiguration), 4 He will judge the living. " He will maintain the authority of His kingdom, as@ new
order of things, for along period; and judgment will be exercised, if the occasion for it arises, during its
whole continuance, for a king shal reign in right ness; judgment and righteousness will be united, fore
giving back this kingdom to God the Father, judges the dead, for all judgment is committed to Son. So
that the kingdom is a new order of th founded on His appearing, in which judgment is cised. The
kingdom is founded by the exclusi Satan from heaven. It is established, and its autho rity put in exercise
at the appearing of the Lord. The consciousness that this judgment i is going to b exercised gives an
impulseto love in the curving b of ministry, givesit earnestness, and strengthens the hands by the sense
of union with Him who will exercisit, and also by the sense of personal responsibility.
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Th he apostle uses his near departure as a fresh motive te exhort Timothy to the full exercise of his
ministry. His own heart expands at the thought of that departure.

e absence therefore of apostolic ministry, so serious

ct with regard to the Church’ s position, makes the

y of the man of God the more urgent. AsPaul’s

e was amotive for working out our own salvation

fear and trembling, soisit also amotive for him,

is engaged in the work of the gospel, to devote elf more than ever to hisministry, in order to
'y, asfar as possible, the lack of apostolic service,

earnest care for souls, and by instructing them in the truth that he has learnt.
We cannot be apostles, or lay the foundation of the

Church. Thisis already done. But we may build upon

that foundation by the truth which we have received

m the apostle, by the scriptures which God has given

an unwearied love in the truth for souls. The

tionis not to be laid a second time. We give its to the foundation, we give it its place, by building it, and
by caring for the souls and the Church, to
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h apostleship has given an ever-abiding place and

tion before God. Thisiswhat we haveto doin

ence of the gift that lays the foundation. character that God appointed has already been
d on the work: the one foundation has been laid.

Church hasits one and sole place according to the

counsels of God. The rule given of God is in the word. Ww have but to act as the apostle leads,
according to the

e aready given by the Spirit. We cannot have
lie authority: no oneis an apostle in any such

sense. This could not be, because we do not lay foundation ; it would be to deny that which has dre: y
been done. The foundation has been laid. We ¢ labour according to the measure of our gift; and so
much the more devotedly, in proportion as we nawork which the apostle wrought, and because heis ne
longer here to sustain it. P As to the apostle, he had finished his work; if oth were unfaithful, he had
been faithful. In the good fi of the gospel of God he had fought to the end, successfully resisted all the
attacks of the enemy. had finished his course: it only remained for him tot d crowned. He had kept the
faith committed to him, The crown of righteousness, that is to say, the one bestowed by the righteous
Judge who acknowledged hi faithfulness, was laid up and kept for him. It was: till the day of retribution
that he would receive it. see plainly, that it is reward for labour and for fulness that is here meant.
This—or its oppe characterizes the whole epistle, and not the pri of grace. The work of the Spirit
through us is rowan the crown of righteousness, and every one will hav reward according to his labour.
Christ brings us | according to the grace of God, into the enjoyment of His own glory, to be with Him
and like Him. This is our common portion, according to the eternal coun: of God; but a place is
prepared by the Father a given by the Son, according to the work wou the power of the Spirit in each
believer i in his particu

from the righteous Judge; al who love the Lord's appearing will appear with Him in the glory that is
personally destined to each, and that is adjudged to him when the Lord appears. Detached from this
world, sensible that it is a perverse and rebellious one, feeling how much the dominion of Satan
burdens the heart, the faithful long for the appearance of Him who will put an end to that dominion, to
rebellion, oppression, and misery, by bringing in—in His goodness, athough by
judgment—deliverance, peace, and freedom of heart, on the earth.

The Christian will share the Lord’ s glory when He shall appear; but this world also will be delivered.

We see here, too, that the privileges of the Church, as such, are not the subject, but the public
retribution manifested when Jesus shall appear to al; and the public establishment of His glory. The
heart loves

In that which follows we see what progress the evil had already made, and how the apostle counts upon
the individual affection of his dear son in the faith. Pro- ° bably there were good reasons for the
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departure of many, certainly for that of some; nevertheless it is true that the first thing that presents
itself to the apostle’s mind is the departure of Demas from purely worldly motives. ‘ The apostle felt
himself isolated. Not only had the mass of Christians abandoned him, but his companions in labour had
gone away. In the providence of God he was to be alone. He begs Timothy to come soon. Demas had
forsaken him. ‘ The rest, from various motives, had quitted him; some he had sent away in Iv.

connection with the work. It is not said that Dem: had ceased to be a Christian—had publicly renounced
the Lord; but it was not in his heart to bear the TOS with the apostle.

In the midst of these sorrows aray of grace and shines through the darkness, The presence of M: whose
service Paul had formerly refused, because he shrunk from the perils of 1abouring among the Gen and
had turned back to Jerusalem—is now desire him, because he was useful for the ministry. It is
interesting to see, and a touching proof of the gra God, that the afflictions of the apostle and the gracein
Mark combine to set before us, as faithful useful to Paul, the one who once had failed, and \ whom the
apostle would then have nothing to do.

God, the apostle is gentle, intimate, and confiding, ' those who are upright and devoted. We see too at
the close of hislife, devoted as he was, the oce: had presented itself for study (in connection assure with
his work), and for writing that which he carefully to preserve—possibly his epistles. This has an
important place in scriptural instruction with regard to the life of the apostle. Paul was lost, so to speak,
for the greater part, in the power of the Spirit; but when alone, with sober mind, he occu himsalf
intelligently and carefully about the thi of God. He warns Timothy with regard to a man wh : shewn his
enmity, and puts him on his guard against
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him. We see that here a so the epistle bears the character of righteousness, grace having had its course.
“The Lord,” he says, “reward him according to his deeds.” As for those who had not courage to stand
by him, when he had to answer, as a prisoner, he only prays for them. He had not been discouraged. His
heart, broken by the unfaithfulness of the Church, was strong in confessing the Lord before the world,
and he can testify that, if forsaken by men, the Lord Himself stood with him and strengthened him. That
he had to answer before the authorities was but an occasion to proclaim again in public that for which
he was made a prisoner. Glorious power of the gospel where faith isin exercise! All that the enemy can
do becomes a testimony, in order that the great kings, those who were otherwise inaccessible, should
hear the word of truth, the testimony of Jesus Christ.

The faithful witness was also delivered out of the lion's mouth. His strong and simple confidence
counted on the Lord tothe end. He would preserve him from every evil work unto His heavenly
kingdom.

‘If the time of his departure was at hand, if he had to fall asleep instead of being changed, he had not
ceased to be among those who looked for the Lord’s appearing. Meanwhile he was going to be with
Him, to have a place in the heavenly kingdom.

‘He salutes the brethren with whom Timothy was connected, and begs him to come before the winter.
We also learn here, that the miraculous power granted to the apostles was exercised in the Lord’s
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service, and not for ‘their private interests, nor as their personal affection lv,
might suggest; for Paul had left Trophimus sick a Miletus. *

It is evident that this epistle was written when apostle thought his departure near at hand, and w the
faith of Christians had grievously declined, wl was proved by their having forsaken the apostle. faith
was sustained by grace. He did not hide himself that all was going wrong, his heart felt itbroken by it;
he saw that it would grow worse d worse. But his own testimony stood firm; he wa

Lord was with him to confess Christ, and to exhort Timothy to so much the more diligent and ie n
exercise of hisministry, because the days were evil.

Thisisvery important. If welovethe Lord, if “afeel what He is to the Church, we feel that in the latter
al isinruins. Personal courage is not weake for the Lord remains ever the same, faithful, and u: His
power for us: if not in the Church which re;

state of things. May we remember this. Insensibility to the state of the Church is not a proof that we are
near the Lord, « or that we have confidence in Him; but—in the consciousness of this ruin—faith, the
sense of what Ch is, will give confidence in Him amidst the ruin w we mourn. Nevertheless it will be
observed, that the apostle speaks here of the individual, of righteousness, of judgment, and not of the
Church. If the latter

spoken of outwardly as the great house, it contain
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ur, from which we are to purge ourthe apostle foresaw a still worse state of —" set in. But the Lord can
never

The first of Timothy gives directions for the order of the assembly; the second, for the path of the
servant of God when it isin disorder and failure.
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